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NATIONAL FIREARMS AMNESTY 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [2.07 pm]: Last Friday, I announced that 
Western Australia will participate in the national firearms amnesty, which begins on 1 July 2017 and runs to 
30 September 2017. The amnesty aims to reduce the number of unregistered and illegal guns in our community. 
Illegal firearms continue to be a significant law enforcement issue, with the Australian Criminal Intelligence 
Commission estimating that there are more than 260 000 illegal firearms in Australia. 
The last firearms amnesty in Western Australia saw over 1 200 firearms surrendered to Western Australia Police, 
including two submachine guns, more than 130 handguns, 240 shotguns and 855 rifles, along with 80 000 rounds 
of ammunition. For a range of reasons members of the public may be in possession of an unlicensed firearm. For 
some, they will have inherited a firearm from a family member’s estate and not been sure what to do with it. Under 
this amnesty, community members can hand in their unregistered firearms and firearm-related articles, such as 
ammunition, without fear of prosecution, at any WA Police station. Given the current international and national 
threat environment, people are asked to contact their police station prior to going to the station with firearms, and 
to transport the guns unloaded and in a safe manner. If the surrendered items have historic value or significance, 
consideration will be given to allowing those articles to be donated to museums or police firearms reference 
libraries; otherwise, the surrendered articles will be sold or destroyed by police. Community members can also 
apply for a licence to register the guns and articles. Although the amnesty is focused on firearms, a broader range 
of prohibited and controlled weapons, such as tasers and crossbows, may also be surrendered. 
To boost intelligence holdings on firearms, all states and territories will collect and share data about the surrendered 
firearms. This will include information sourced from an anonymous survey that amnesty participants can complete. 
Firearms amnesties play an important role in reducing the number of illegal firearms in the community and the 
potential for guns to fall into the wrong hands. Members are encouraged to make their local communities aware 
of the opportunity that the amnesty provides to surrender illegal firearms. 
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